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A CALENDAR. 


joyfully finding: much in it and joyfully missing so much in it, this little 
snatch of music, by the greatest German Man, sounds like a stanza in the 
grand Road-song and Marching-song of our great Teutonic Kindred, 
wending, wending, valiant and victorious, through the undiscovered Deeps 
of Time ! He calls it Mason -Lodge— n o t Psalm or Hymn.” 


The Mason's ways are 
A type of Existence, 

And his persistence 
Is as the days are 
Of men in this world. 

The future hides in it 
Gladness and sorrow ; 

We press still thorow, 
Nought that abides in it • 
Daunting us — onward. 

And solemn before us 
Veiled, the dark Portal, 
Goal of all mortal : — 
Stars silent rest o : er us, 
Graves under us silent. 
23rd. 


While earnest thou gazest, 
Comes boding of terror, 
Comes phantasm and error, 
Perplexes the bravest 
With doubt and misgiving. 

But heard are the Voices 
Heard are the Sages, 

The Worlds and the Ages : 

“ Choose well ; your choice is 
Brief and yet endless. 

Here eyes do regard you, 

In Eternity’s stillness ; 

Here is all fulness, 

Ye brave, to reward you ; 
Work, and despair not.” 

Read his own — “ Curfew.” 


24th. Longfellow died, 1882. 

25th. Annunciation. Lady Day. Collect. Epistle & 

26th — 27th. 

28th. St. Theresa, a.d. 1515. Read “ Santa Teresa's Bookmark from 
the Spanish of Santa Teresa,” by Longfellow. 


“ Let nothing disturb thee 
Nothing affright thee : 

All things are passing ; 

God never changeth : 

Patient endurance 
Attaineth to all things ; 

Who God possesseth 
In nothing is wanting ; 

Alone God sufficeth.” 

29th. John Keble died, 1866. Read his own hymn, beginning — 

“ Sit down and take thy fill of joy 

At God s right hand, a bidden guest.” 

for St. James's Day 


Julia Firth. 


30th— 31st. 


BOOKS. 

“En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 


These little Ones , by Alice Powell, 2*. 6 d. Abel Heywood and Son. 
Mrs. Powell needs no introduction to the readers of the Parents' Review , 
as she has contributed from time to time to its pages. This is a book 
written by a thoughtful mother to all mothers, and deals sympathetically 
and intelligently with the management of their little ones. Young parents 
are surely in these days being roused to the fact that they must choose 
some consistent method upon which to base the training of their children ; 
and to these Mrs. Powell’s book will be a great help and guide. The 
subjects embrace Parent's Infancy, Physical Development, Moral Develop- 
ment, Religion, and Education. There is not a dry or uninteresting page 
in the whole book. 

Mon Journal , id. a week or 8 s. a year. Hachette and Cie, Paris. 
This is an excellent French magazine for children. The tales are told 
in simple French, and the coloured illustrations are very high-class We 
have no children’s Magazine so good in England. We would recommend 
parents to take it, for the sake of their children who are learning French, 
and who would soon begin to read and enjoy the tales, and thus make 
greater progress in their knowledge of the French language. 


Dear Editor, — The controversy about the teaching of religion in 
elementary schools, to which I referred last month, has called forth a wise 
article in this month’s Contemporary Review , from Dr. Brooke Herford, 
which I commend to the notice of your readers, as it seems to me to 
have a wider application and to contain instruction for individual 
parents in dealing with their own children. He begins by saying very 
truly that the question would appear to be one of justice between the 
various churches, and that what we are seeking is such “a minimum of 
doctrine as may fairly satisfy different ecclesiastical parties, meanwhile 
the greater question of justice to the child's mind is left out of the 
argument." The three great words of religion (says Schiller), are God, 
Duty and Immortality, and to lead the child to realize these we must use 
the same method of common-sense as we employ in teaching a science 
like mathematics, and not start by asking him to accept some abstract 
proposition, however true, for which his mind has not been duly preparec . 
For instance the formula (a and bj 8 = a 3 x 2 ah and b 2 , is absolutely 
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BOOKS. 




true, but we do not begin by making a child learn this by rote we rather 
gradually teach him first something of the properties of numbers, 
advancing from the concrete to the abstract until he is fitted in some 
measure to understand it. 

In religion “what we want to begin with is to give children some sense 
of the reality of the subject, of that side of life and feeling as really 
touchine them. We want to give them— or should we not say to awaken 
in them— some living thought of the presence and love of God, of the 
reality of prayer, of the sacredness of duty, of the immortality of the life 
that is in them ; and to tell them of the holy life of Christ, in whom these 
things live for us.” We must “ make the story living,” and bear in mind 
that Christ himself taught his disciples in this manner and told them that 
there were many things He had to say to them, but they could not bear 
them then. 

The scheme for The Gresham University in London, which appeared in 
the daily papers of February 5th, will be studied by all interested in 
higher education. 

My time for reading has been very limited this month ; I have therefore 
to ask you to let me postpone any notice of other February magazines 
until my next letter. I would like, however, to add with reference to the 
article in the Parents' Review , that a chronological chart of the History 
of England has been very carefully worked out by David Nasmith, Q.C., 
L.L.B., showing the leading events mapped out in spaces representing 
years, decades and centuries, the eye being further assisted by different 
tints over the periods during which each dynasty occupied the throne. 


February nth, 1894. 


Pater Junior. 



THE 


“ P.R.” 


LETTER BAG. 


[ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — I should like to tell you the result of my enquiries for 
the best chair and desk combined, for growing girls, which would prevent 
spinal curvatures, high shoulders, and defective sight, engendered during 
school life. I came across, in a friend’s house, one that had been 
recommended to her by Mr. Roth, which seemed to me to answer all these 
points satisfactorily. By a simple arrangement the desk and seat may 
each be raised or lowered as required ; so that the pupil is fitted with a 
desk which can be adjusted to his growth. A sliding horizontal movement 
of the desk enables the writing slope to be brought as close to the eyes as 
possible. The pupil, while writing or reading, sits with head erect, 
shoulders thrown back, body supported by the adjustable pad, and the legs 
and ankles rested by foot boards. The writing slope is at an angle of 
15 degrees, and the reading desk at an angle of 40. When l found after 
seeing this, that Miss Rose Adams, the energetic secretary of the Ladies’ 
Sanitary Association, had used one for many years and spoke very highly 
of it, I bought two, and am more than satisfied with the result on my 
children. The prices range from £ 2 to £2 18s., according to the kind of 
wood they are made of, and they can be obtained from Thomas Ison, 
101 , Hampstead Road, London, N.W., who will forward drawings and 

particulars - L. Grey. 


Dear Editor, — In response to the constant request from a small boj 
of four— “ Please tell me a new story ? ” I tried a simple version of the 
charming fantasy in the February number of the P.R. “Ida’s Dream, 
with the happiest results possible. Could any of your readers tell me o 
other fairy stories of a similar kind suitable for the infantile min • 
Andrew Lang’s and J. Jacob’s editions are more for older children. We 
have “ The Brownies at Home,” the illustrations in which are a constant 
delight ; but the letterpress has too many references to American lite to 
be quite intelligible to very young children. Lizzie McLachlan. 


Dear Editor,— I find that volumes i and 3 of the Patents Rt w/'ew 
are out of print. I wonder whether any of your rea ers a of 

spare. I should be happy to pay any reasonable P nc e. either 

otherwise. I really want them particularly to rea up thankful 

form part of the “ Mothers’ Educational Course.” I should be thankful 

pvpn for n lnnn T>,rv-iir*?T t 


